54 


ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
In the present invention, model data groups each 
comprised of a plurality of items of model data are 
classified according to predetermined item and are 
thereby classified into classes each having a smaller 
distribution than a category that an application requires, 
a representative value of each class is compared with 
input data, a class with the representative value having 
a highest degree of similarity with the input data is 
determine, a category to which the class belongs is 
obtained, and thus the category to which the input data 
belongs is determined. 


